REVIEWING THE ENEMY PLAN           325
attempt to score points by overrunning Rumania, but in the west, according to Ludendorff, he had been " fought to a standstill." Fortunately for him, at this particular moment Joffre was superseded, Foch shelved, and Nivelle's plan adopted in place of that proposed at the Chantilly conference. The result of this change of plan was that when the enemy withdrew in February 1917 to the Hindenburg Line he got away without serious molestation, broke up Nivelle's plan to some extent, and, while it was being reconstructed, gained time for that rest and recuperation which his troops so sorely needed. Instead of enjoying this advantage he would have had to submit to further punishment if the Chantilly plan had held good, as the direction it gave to the projected offensive would not have been so greatly interfered with as was the case with the operations which Nivelle had designed. The Russian revolution brought the enemy further relief from his difficulties; he derived some moral and material advantage from his unrestricted submarine warfare; and in the month of October he repeated his Rumanian adventure in Italy with considerable success.
On the other hand his troops on the West Front had suffered very heavily, both in numbers and morale, from the determined attacks to which they were subjected throughout the year, and this, coupled with the powerful addition to the Entente strength afforded by the entry of America into                          |
the war, would undoubtedly have made his position little, if any, less serious at the end of 1917 than it was at the end of 1916 had not so many of our troops been locked up in secondary theatres, and had not our divisions been so reduced in strength owing to the lack of drafts.
The situation being what it was, the armies on the West Front were once again unable to reap the fruits of their                          '
efforts, and it was even conceivable that, in warding off                           :-
the attack which threatened them, they might become so                          J
depleted and exhausted as to find it very difficult to hold                          I
on until sufficient American troops arrived to redress the                          J
balance, while at the best it was to be feared that they would lose heavily in men and guns. The year therefore closed with considerable anxiety as to the future, and this